
Subject: Science & Social Studies

Grade: Four & Five

Lesson Length: Two Classes

Topic: Mi’kmaq Medicine

Science

Grade Four Life Science: Habitats , and 

Grade Five Life Science: Healthy Body

Social Studies

Grade Four and 

Grade Five People, Place, and Environment

Learning Outcomes:

Science Four 

GCO 3: Students will construct knowledge and understandings of concepts in life science, and physical science and apply these understandings to interpret, integrate, and extend their knowledge.


- Collecting Scientific Information using Models of Natural Habitats / Construct and or maintain a model of a natural habitat, and use it to make observations and collect information about organisms in this habitat (205-10, 205-5).

Science Five 

GCO 2: Students will develop the skills required for scientific and technological inquiry, for solving problems, for communicating scientific ideas and results, for working collaboratively, and for making informed decisions.


- Describe and compare the techniques used by different people in their community and region, to address their health requirements (107-2).


- Describe examples of medical techniques that have been developed by other cultures, past and present, that have contributed to knowledge of maintaining a healthy body (105-2, 107-14, 106-2).

Social Studies 

GCO: Students will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the interactions among people, places, and the environment.

Grade Four: 4.3, 4: Exploring the World Today, Exploring Canada Today

- 4.3.1 identify, locate, and map examples of physical features of the world

- 4.4.2 identify and describe the human landscape of Canada

Grade Five: 5.4: Tradition: Early Aboriginal Peoples – North America

- 5.4.1 identify and locate selected Aboriginal societies in North America

- 5.4.3 explain the role of tradition in early Aboriginal societies

Lesson Purpose:

Collect samples of local flora to analyze and understand  their traditional Mi'kmaq uses.

Lesson Objectives:

1. Observe local habitat.

2. Compare today's use of the local habitat to that of traditional Mi'kmaqi.

3. Analyze, represent, and 3-D map what is learned (build a class diorama).

Materials:

The outdoors! 

A master visual list of flora to find.

A simple map of the area (1 for each student).

A plant sheet.

Adaptation/Differentiation:

For students who need it, offer a familiar plant to find.

Grade Four: Provide a sheet with specific habitat factors to observe/describe.

Grade Five: Provide a list of conventional treatments to research/describe.

First Class:

Using Laurie Lacey's book, each pair or individual will be given a description and drawing of a plant to find. They will also get a map of the area, so they can mark out their path and where they collect their sample.

Students will navigate the yard and bring the teacher their completed map.

For the rest of the period, Grade 4s will make observations and collect information about organisms in the habitat where their plant sample is located (1m radius). Grade 5s will research to learn more about conventional health treatments specific to the ailment their plant addresses.

Second Class:

Using the students' maps, the teacher will lead the whole class on a guided tour of the area, and show proper procedure for gathering samples of each plant. These samples will be used for the classroom diorama. 

Conclusion:

Sharing. Making sure everyone 'gets' it. During the tour, students will speak up and represent their plant with the knowledge they have gained so far.

Assessments:
Formative:  Are they (keeping selves and each other) on task during class? 

Summative: Has each pair/person submitted a marked map? Does each group have something to share during the walkabout?
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Lesson: Cross-Curricular Lesson on Mi’kmaq Medicine












